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In our vast area of grazing land, amounting to over 30
million acres, a number of poisonous or injurious plants occur.
Each year these plants exact a costly toll from the livestock of
Colorado, often as much as 8 percent.*

It is the purpose of this bulletin to describe and illustrate
the poisonous or injurious plants of the state, that they may be
recognized and destroyed and areas infested with them avoided.
A summary of the available knowledge concerning the poisonous
properties of the plants is also given, with remedial measures
where these are known.

Conditions Influence Poisoning

The conditions of the range and of the poisonous plants play
an important part in poisoning of livestock.

Some plants are more ,poisonous at certain times and under
certain conditions than others, and care in use of range at these
times may avoid injury. Thus common deathcamas is a spring
plant which dries after blossoming and disappears. Most cases
of sheep poisoning from deathcamas occur in May and June,
when the plants grow in advance of the grasses and are eaten
to the ex-clusion of other plants.

*Send in suspected plants for identification. When livestock poisoning
occurs and such COlnnl0n plants as larkspur are not responsible, make an
examination of the pasture "where the animal ,vas feeding, and send in any
suspected plants for identification to the Departnlent of Botany, Colorado State
College, Fort Collins.

Send a whole plant "when possible-roots, leaves, stenlS, and flowers, also
fruit or seed when available. Identification is seldonl possible fronl leaves or
roots alone. Fragnlentary samples are at best unsatisfactory and are often
useless.

Wrap specimens in several thicknesses of nloist newspaper, and several
more of dry wrapping paper; if possible, enclose in a pasteboard box and send
by mail. If the sample is too large to be Inailed in one piece. cut it into several
convenient lengths.

It will be helpful if a description of the place and manner of gro'wth of the
sample is also sent.

The contents of the poisoned animal's stomach are seldoln of any value in
identifying the cause of plant poisoning.
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